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°If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Prayer, fasting, repentance, confession, forgiveness, absolution, redemption, these
are all words that begin to unpack the season of Lent. As we move into the season
of Lent we will begin to explore these themes in the lessons, liturgy, music, and
preaching. The passage from 1 John 1 is a direct use of scripture in our weekly
confession in worship throughout Lent. We begin each service seeking to repent,
confess our sins, to turn around, be forgiven and live new lives in Christ.

Lent is also a time to take a spiritual inventory of our faith walk with Christ. Lent
offers a specific time to tune up those areas in our lives that need reforming.
Whether it is healthier living, serving our Lord in different and new ways, taking
up a spiritual discipline, beginning a new devotion and prayer time, or getting rid
of whatever it is that stands in the way of serving our Lord, Lent is a wonderful
time of reflection on how we can be better disciples of Christ.

Over the next 40 days of Lent we will take the journey to the cross once again. On

this journey, we hope you grow in your Christian faith and walk with God. One

way this can happen is by covenanting t
midweek Lenten worship. Each year there is a theme during the midweek service

that helps us to grow in faith. In the past we have heard themes about being



restored in Christ and facing the cross. We have heard from and walked with
biblical characters to the cross like Mary Magdalene, Peter, and Judas. One voice

we dondét hear often though iIs the voic

midweek Lenten theme will be Women of Promise. We will hear monologues from
Eve, Sarah, Rebecca, Rahab, and Mary, the mother of our Lord. The monologues
will begin on Ash Wednesday and will continue during the month of March.

Each week we wil/ hear how God has
through these women of faith. The midweek series will end with Mary the Mother
of our Lord who will point to the ultimate promise of God through Jesus Christ.
Each week a member of Advent will portray these characters as we hear their
stories. We can learn much from these strong faithful women of scripture that can

bee

hel p shape who we are as we hear once

of scripture. We hope you will join
God who is gracious and merciful and slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love.

Il n Christoés Love,

Pastor Andrea and Pastor Jason
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LENTEN SCHEDULE

February 28
6:30pm Mardi Gras
Open Mic Night w/ Pizza Dinner
(Please Bring a Dessert to share)

March 1
Noon & 7pm Ash Wednesday Service

March 8,15, 22, 29
6:15pm Lenten Midweek Dinner; 7pm Lenten Midweek Worship

April 5
Masters Week & No Midweek Dinner & Worship
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
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April 9
9:30am Palm Sunday
April 13
7pm Maundy Thursday Worship (1° Time Communion)
April 14
7pm Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
April 16
9:30am Easter Worship followed by breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt for all children.
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1ST COMMUNION CLASSES

First Communion classes will begin Sat. March 4, 10-11am.We will meet for
four consecutive Saturdays. If you are interested in having your child participate
in these classes please contact Pastor Andrea. Students will receive their first
communion during the Maundy Thursday Service on April 13" at 7pm.
(Students are invited to make communion bread with Pastor Andrea
and Renee Blanchette for the service on Maundy Thursday.

This Event is April 8 at 10am and is optional)

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
CALLING ALL CLEANERS AND NEATNIKS

On Saturday, March 4™ we need help. The project is a deep cleaning, ceiling to floor, in the
church kitchen. We want to clean everything from the light fixtures to the floor. The ceiling,
walls, floor, every area we can easily reach. We will empty everything and clean inside all
cabinets and drawers, clean all dishes and utensils, clean stoves, microwaves, refrigerator,
freezer, everything. It may take more than one day but we are optimistic that enough man-

power can do it quickly.

Our reasons for doing this include:

We havenot cleaned the kitchen in det ali

before starting Lenten Dinners. We need to count/document everything for the church inven-
tory that is underway. Please check signup central and signup for a two hour slot or more if

you want but we are only asking for a two hour
commitment of time on March 4th.

Auvailable times will be:
[0:00am - 12:00pm, 12:00pm - 2:00pm, & 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Thanking you in advance for your time and talent.

The Fellowship Ministry




Communion Minister, Hospital Minister, and Visitation Training

March 4, 11, 25 @ 11:15am, we will be having new ministry trainings beginning at Advent
involving Communion Ministry and Lay Visitation.

For Communion Ministers there is a special order through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America called the Sending of Holy Communion.A Thi s or der ext ends
Holy Communion by sending ministers froq¢

(ELW Occasional Services p.81)

This new ministry is different than serving as a communion assistant in worship. You would be
a trained Communion Minister who would bring the elements from the service on Sunday to
Advent 6s homebound members. Advent has
regular basis due to illness or immobility. However, these families are still a vital part of the

community here at Advent. While the homebound are visited monthly by your pastors, an
additionally scheduled visit from a lay member would abundantly bless these
homebound members.

In addition to the Communion Minister training beginning March 4™ at 11:15am we will also be
having training sessions for those who would like to do lay hospital and homebound visitations.
During the training session Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea will instruct each participant on how
to perform the order for the communion ministers, care for the homebound and hospitalized,
and provide a theological background to visitation. These new and extended ministries should
not take more than a couple hours a month of your time, but is extremely rewarding both
spiritually for the Communion Minister/Visitation Minister and for those able to be connected
to the church through this ministry.

Thank you to all who would prayerfully consider being a part of this vital ministry. The more
ministers we have the more regularly our homebound can feel connected to our worshipping
body at Advent. As part of the sending of communion in worship, the following prayer is used:

Gracious God, loving all your family wi
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick, homebound, and imprisonéulyour love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

t
m

sacramental meal to those who are unable to be present in public worship. This ministry offe

these people (such as those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned) a means of part{cipa
in the worship of the whole assembly, and it helps those who have gathered publicly to
recogni ze their oneness with sistler
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Lenten Dinners will be March 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th through Lent at
6:15pm before our 7pm worship.

Fellowship will provide the soup.

Please sign up at Sign-Up Central to bring bread, lettuce, cheese, or
meat (Ham, Turkey, etc.) for our sandwich bar.

We also need people to sign up to clean up on Wednesday nights.

AaventdiB oo e b

The Advent Book Club will meet March 27,2017 at 7:30pm
This month, the Advent Book Club is reading Outcasts United, by Warren St. John.
The Leader will be Betsy,and Our Hostess will be Ulrike Beck.




Food Pantry Request for March

This month soup is the requested item. Soup can be a meal, added to rice for a

heartier meal, and is comforting. Donations can be either canned soup or
osoup for oned that can be portahb

Also remember that we always accept donations of Bibles, eyeglasses and small

toiletries (as provided at hotels) that can be bagged for the homeless.

If you are would like to make a donation, please see Jackie Voss or the Pastors,
thank you for your continued support.

//Ky(F amlly Proml o0

Have you ever thought about volunteering to help with Family Promise by being
an overnight host but didndt know wha

information!

Nancy Tokarska has a DVD that explains your role and serves as the training.
Please see Nancy to arrange a time that is convenient. You can contact Nancy at
706-863-9385. And if you have any other questions about how you can help with

Family Promise, please ask!

The scheduled venue for Family Promise the week of March 5% has had to can-

cel . St Maryds On The Hill has v|ol unt

March 5%. They are in need of volunteers, meals and overnight hosts. If you can

help in any way please call Latoya at 706-401-4780 or the Family Promise office
at 706-364-4462.




Thank You!

Thank you to all the volunteers
The Valentines and gifts they made were a huge hit with the shut-ins, phone calls
were received by the church on Va

the recipients appreciated the homemade cards and gifts.

Thank you for your service and the joy you bring to those you serve!

Service Ministry Work Day
The Service Ministry is sponsoring aWork Day on March 11 at 10:00 AM . We

are going to package the toiletries for GAP for the homeless. Everyone is in-
vited, the work is easy and goes fast with many hands. It should take about 90

minutes.
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safeTALK

Augusta, GA safeTALK Training 3/25/17

safeTALK is a training that prepares anyone over the age of 15 to identify
persons with thoughts of suicide and connect them to suicide first aid resources.
Most people with thoughts of suicide invite help to stay safe. Alert helpers
know how to use these opportunities to support that desire for safety.
As a safeTALK-trained suicide alert helper, you will be better able to:

Move beyond common tendencies to miss, dismiss or avoid suicide; Identify
people who have thoughts of suicide; Apply the TALK steps (Tell, Ask, Listen
and KeepSafe) to connect a person with suicide thoughts to suicide first aid,
intervention caregivers.

Pre-registration only (no walk ups) with deadline of 3/22/17 at 5:00 pm.
Arrival time for check-in begin at 8:30am and we will begin promptly at 9am.
Due to safeTALK guidelines, we are unable to admit anyone once we begin the

training so please plan accordingly. Light refreshments will be served.

DATE: Saturday, March 25, 2017
TIME : 9am - 12pm (check-in 8:30am, please arrive early)
LOCATION : Trinity on the Hill United Methodist Church
1330 Monte Sano Ave.
Augusta GA 30904

CONTACT
Chris Owens



mailto:cowens@afsp.org

To my Wonderful Advent Family,

Thanks for everything you do! As we are busy preparing for Lent and
Easter, | want to call your attention to the new Choir schedule for the
upcoming season. We are changing our practice time so that everyone
involved will have opportunity to practice and attend our Lenten Ser-
vices and Dinners. Beginning TUESDAY, March 7th, the Choir will
practice 6:30 - 7:30 PM on TUESDAYS. We will do this at least

through April | Ith, with one exception.

On March |4th (Ministry Night), those of us who can will meet
6 PM - 6:30 PM for a short practice.

| want to invite anyone who would like to sing with us through the
Lent/Easter and/or Spring season to do so, even if you are not able to

commit long term. (A reminder: we now also have a great Chair lift.)

The YOUTH/CHILDREN'S Choir is gearing up to sing during Lent and
Easter. We practice the first 15 minutes of Sunday School. All children

and youth are invited. Looking forward to a wonderful Spring season.

Blessings,
Melinda
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Faithful Servants

3/5/17

3/12/17

3/19/17

3/26/17

Assisting Ministers

Bobby Bisbee

Mary Filpus - Luyckx

Heather Herrmann

Lynn Reed

Lectors Tom Alderson Scott Boeke Ken Furlong Maggie Heaney
Communion ] )
) Marcy Jimenez Barbara Plumley Maria Pravato Mary Suprek
Assistants

Violet Herrmann/

Zach Hubble/

Brian Sadenwasser/

Sophie Van Bladel/

Acolytes /Crucifiers . .
y Stormi Hubble Kate Peterson Max Van Bladel Lily Summers
Will Huerth/ ) . Steve Merzlak/ Bob Holm/
Ushers ] Dieter & Ulrike Beck ]
Sam Jimenez Timmy Peterson Carole Hope
Julie Fillgrove/ ) Linda Lawrence/
Greeters . Diana & Bob Perry Don & Mable Plueger . .
Erin Taylor Shirley Chipman
Missionary Support *Sign Up in *Sign Up in *Sign Up in *Sign Up in
Given by Narthex* Narthex* Narthex* Narthex*
In Honor of In Memory of In Honor of *Sign Up in
Flowers Given By Sean Sullivan Kevin Cast Ni ckds Bir .
By Mom, Ava & Asher | BY Mom, Carole Hope By Lynn Reed Narthex
Hospital/Shut In _ .
P . Don Plueger Bobby Bisbee Mable Plueger Jackie Voss
Ministers
Visitor of Visitors Linda Lawrence Martha Ostendorff Donna Meisner Alice Glisson
Fellowship Coffee Onl Coffee Onl Mendés Brea Coffee Onl
Coffee Hour y y y
Altar Guild Saturday: Heather Herrmann Heather Herrmann Heather Herrmann
Altar Guild Late: Julie Fillgrove Julie Fillgrove Julie Fillgrove




Ay March Blrthdays! Happy Anniversary

:3 -1 Sean Sullivan 3-18 Nick Reed . 3 12 Ted & Karen De Vilbiss

!3-4 Scott Bowers 3-19 Lochlan Huerth 13-21 Jim & Sherry Koch

'3-5  Elaine Mertins 3-21 Elsie Hobbs ' 3-23 Mike & Carol Smith

'3-7  Liza Fincher 3-22 Sarah VanBladel
'3-11 Debbie Merzlak 3-24 Robin Keller =g B ¢
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'3-11 Mary Filpus-Luyckx 3-26 Kristen Teffeteller g% = 0 s

. . twitter € 8 0 ? 3 smoking
'3-11 Emily Setzke 3-27 Violet Herrmann . procrastination 3 5 tardiness

: : chocolate £ & shopping

:3-16 Bryan Tupper 3-27 Jim Koch e .;". —
'3-17 Michael Cartee 3-31 Irene Trappe ! MySpace &g.‘fe? f,?ceﬁoo“

' : red meat I § £ caffeine

: I < & junk food
'3-17 Rob Gulbrandsen 0% parties

: WIIat 55
| - AreYouGiving
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3232 Washington Road
Augusta, GA 30907

Phone: 706-860-0439
Web: adventaugusta.org

Email: advluch@adventaugusta.org 6
DATED MATERIAL ”
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Deadline For April

Newsletter Entries
March 20th




