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A Word From Our Pastors 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15ñIf you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 

will be in you. 18ñI will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.ò John 

14:15-21 

 

The above passage in John is one of the Gospel texts in the month of May. It is a passage that those of us on 

the other side of Easter understand a little clearer having gone through such an amazing Holy Week remem-

bering our Lordôs life, death, and ultimate resurrection.  

Thank you to all who helped to make this past Lenten season and Easter celebration so amazing. Thank you to 

Adventôs amazing Altar Guild who worked endlessly behind the scenes to prepare the worship space for each 

special service. Thank you to all who sang, directed, and played various instruments in the choirs of Advent 

(Childrenôs choir, Bell Choir, Chancel Choir, special music). Thank you to all who read lessons, carried the 

cross, lit the candles and carried the torches, assisted in worship, ushered in and greeted the many people of 

God who came through the doors of Advent. Thank you to Adventôs amazing secretary, Tara, for all of the ex-

tra work with multiple bulletins, newsletters, and many various everyday tasks that you accomplish with such 

a caring and loving spirit. Thank you to Adventôs spectacular organist and music director, Melinda East, for all 

the long practice hours with choirs, organ, and special services. God was most definitely praised to the highest 

through your musical talents and heartfelt commitment to serving our risen Lord.  Thank you to all of our min-

istry leaders who organize the many ministries opportunities of Advent especially this time of year. Thank you 

people of God for coming together as we worship and serve our Lord together at Advent Lutheran Church. 

We remember not too long ago on Maundy Thursday, Jesus gave us a mandate, a command, to love one an-

other. Here in John 14 we hear this echoed once again that if we love Jesus, we will keep his commandments. 

Loving one another is at the heart of this statement from Jesus. As we continue in May through the 50 days of 

Easter, leading into Pentecost in June, may we continue to love one another through our words and actions.  

In the Sundays and Seasons publication it says, ñas Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 

dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the 

Lordôs table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.ò May we always strive 

to be the body of the risen Christ in the world, together. 

In Christôs love, 

Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week  

was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the  

other Mary went to the tomb. 

 

So begins the Easter story in the  

Gospel according to Ma tthew.  

 

The women had lived through the pain of Friday and 

the emptiness of Saturday and were expecting death. 

All of their hope had come to a dead end. 

 

And just then, as the first day of the  

week was dawning, hope was restored.  

The angel said, ñDo not be afraid; 

I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here: for he has been raised, as he said.ò 

 

Instead of death ï life. Instead of the end ï the beginning.  

 

On Easter, we will have glorious celebrations in our congregations 

and worshiping communities. There will be rejoicing and music 

and flowers and alleluias. And thatôs a good thing. 

 

But when the flowers fade and the pressures  

of life seem so heavy, when the brokenness  

of this world breaks our spirits, 

when we have come to a dead end é  

rejoice. Because it is exactly there  

where the risen Christ meets us.  

It is precisely there where we are given  

resurrection life. It is at that point  

that we say, Christ is risen. 

 

Christ is risen indeed. Hallelujah.  
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Bishop Eaton's Easter Message 



 

  

 

May 7, 2017, Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Sunday School and Confirmation 10:45am 

 

May 14, 2017, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Motherôs Day 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Sunday School and Confirmation 10:45am 

 

 

May 21, 2017, Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Congregational Meeting 

Contemporary & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Sunday School and Confirmation 10:45am 

 

May 28, 2017, Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Sunday School 10:45am - No Confirmation 

 

Pray for Healing & Provision:  Dee Alderson, Marge Rahn, Edgar Bollinger,  

Karen DeVilbiss, Ruth Neumann, Tania Hayes, Art Suprek, Irmgard Crowder, Diana Perry, 

Maggie Heaney, Virginia Reedstrom, Jackie Voss, Daisy Morgan, Hilda Sullivan,  Randy 

Lester, Henny Klaassen, Jean Harrell, Ed Merzlak, Marijo Bower, Doug Bower, Judy 

Younce, Terrie Svejkovsky, Penny Lowe, Fred Vergar, Kathie Roper, Tricia Cresanta, Trey  

Tassan, Vicki Dickinson, Pamela Sale (Daughter's of Jenny Holland), Reagan Milford 

(Granddaughter of co-worker of Jim Smith), Kim Billings, Jonathan McCarthy, The family 

& friends of Lura Howard on her passing.  

Pray for Our Deployed Military:   Peggy Martin, Aaron Hanes-Dodd,  

Rob Gulbrandson, Rayland Dawood, Steven Johnson 

Prayer Requests 

May Worship Schedule 

*Please note the prayer list is updated at the beginning of each month. If you would like to remain on the 

List (or the name of your loved one), please contact the church office. We will add your name immediately.  



 

Music Ministry  

What a wonderful Lent and Easter season it has been! Thanks be to 

God! And Thank you. Thank you to Pastor Jason, Pastor Andrea, to all 

musicians and to the entire Advent family for making this season such 

a great experience! 

 

A special Thanks! To those who used their gifts to make the music on 

Easter Sunday so special: to our Choir, our Hand Bell Choir, to Maggie 

Heaney, Matt Zimmerman, Paul-Filpus-Luyckx, to Heather Herrmann, 

and especially to our Children/Youth Choir who sang and rang so 

beautifully! 

 

During the month of May, the choir will be practicing on Wednesdays 

at 6:30pm. Then comes summer break and Iõm really looking forward 

to the next fall and spring season! 

 

See you in church, 

Melinda East,  



Food Pantry Requested Item for May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are requesting donations of peanut butter and jelly for the Food Pantry for 

May.  This is a food that can be eaten for breakfast, lunch or dinner.   

It also is a favorite of many children. 

 

Please remember to only donate plastic jars to prevent breakage.   

Thank you for your continued support.   

 

If you wish to make a monetary donation, please see Jackie Voss or the Pastors. 

 

 

Service Ministry Dates for May: 

May 9th Service Ministry Meeting 2:30 PM 

May 27th  Lydia Project   9:00 AM 



 

 

A great job opening is being made available to the men of Advent Lutheran Church.   

The Men's Breakfast Crew is looking for a few good men to assist with making breakfast  

once a month. 

 

We are offering: 

 the opportunity to learn new skills: setting tables; cooking grits, eggs, sausage and 

different types of pancakes; doing dishes and general cleanup after the meal. You will enjoy 

fellowship with others while working in this ministry to the congregation.   

 

The time required is only one Sunday morning a month and we offer O-J-T,  

(ON THE JOB TRAINING). How's that for a great deal? 

 

Our next meal will be a special Mothers Day Breakfast on May 14th. We will have an O-J-T 

session on Saturday May 13th from 10am to 12pm that will feature setting up table, chairs and 

the serving area with Q&A time to help your decision making. Interested parties can apply in 

person at the O-J-T session or see Ken Voss with your questions. 

 

 

COMING SOON to a grassy area at the back of your church!!!!!!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you say "PICNIC"?   

Yes announcing the return of the Advent Church Picnic.   

Planned date is Father's Day, June 18th, 2017. 

More details to come.   

Be thinking of picnic activities you would like to do. 

WANTED:  A FEW GOOD MEN  



For Our Motherôs At Advent Lutheran Church 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service Ministry  

       When you think of mothers, does the thought of babies come to 

mind?  

The Service Ministry has a way to honor your mother, or another woman who has had an influence on your 

life, for Mothers Day and give another baby that same chance. 

The Honduras orphanage, Casa de Mariposas, was founded by two Augusta families.  They are actively looking 

for foster or adoptive homes for the many infants who arrive at their orphanage either abandoned or 

orphaned.  Their goal is to place children in families as soon as possible rather than raising them in an 

orphanage setting.  They have a need for supplies when they arrive at the orphanage and for when they 

transition to their new home with foster or adoptive parents. 

Box 1 is for welcoming the baby to the orphanage.  Box 2 goes with the infant when they transition to their 

new foster or adoptive home.   We are collecting boxes to meet these needs to send to the orphanage.  Below 

are lists of the contents needed for each box.  You may purchase the items and place in the shoebox we 

provide or you may make a donation and the Service Ministry will purchase the supplies for the box. 

 

 
 

If you desire, a card will be sent to the woman you are honoring for Mothers Day if we receive the box (or 

donation) before May 8th. (Please include name and address of person you wish to honor by this donation.) 

What a wonderful way to honor a woman:  recognizing her influence on your life and giving that same hope to 

another child!  We will be accepting filled boxes and donations through May 14th.   

(Cards will be available for you to give at that time if you so desire.) 

If you wish to make a donation of $30, we will purchase the supplies and pack the box.  Any funds remaining 

will be used for shipping.  Please see Jackie Voss for more information.   

Thank You for your donations and Thank You to all women who give love and 

support to all children. The Service Ministry of Advent Lutheran Church  

Baby Welcome Box 

 

Avent (brand) bottle 

Diaper rash cream 

Newborn booties 

Snuggly toy 

Teething toy 

Rattle or small stuffed animal 

Baby towel and washcloth 

Adopt/Foster Box 

 

Avent (brand) bottle 

Sippy cup with lid (large size only) 

Baby bib 

Baby towel and washcloth 

Baby shampoo (please put in 

sealed plastic bag) 

Baby thermometer 

Bottle brush 

Baby toothbrush and toothpaste 



 

 

 

 

ADVENT BOOK CLUB    

 

Enjoy Reading?  

Join us at Book Club on the 4th Monday of  each month 

at 7:30p.m. for fun, food and fellowship. 

 

 

Coordinator: Patty Williams  

W: 706 -738 -4448 H: 706 -863 -1418 C:706 -399 -9787  

 

  

The Book for the month of  May is:   

òThe Secret Chord ó by Geraldine Brooks.   

The Leader for the month is Gayle Ricklefs .  

The Hostesses for the month are Pat Grim.  

The Book Club will meet on 5/22/17. 



 

Confirmation Updates  

There will be classes on May 7th and May 14th (If time allows) 

With the last day being May 14th. 

May 20th  

Confirmation Review Saturday 10:00am - 2:00pm (Lunch Provided)  

* First Year Students are invited but not mandatory for them,  

If your confirmation student has missed classes, this is a wonderful 

way to get caught up. 

May 21st  

 Final Draft of Confirmation Essay is due to Pastor Andrea.  

May 25th  

6:30pm Final Exam followed by Confirmation Dinner  

Family members and mentors are welcome to come hear what 

the youth have learned. 

 June 4th, Pentecost Sunday  

Day of Confirmation for second year students 

 

Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, May 21st. The annual congregational meeting with be held following worship. 

 

Nominating Committee:  

Bobby Bisbee 

Heather Herrmann  

Gayle Ricklefs 

Church Council  Nominations by the Nominating Committee:  

Steve MerzlakðTreasurer 

Diana Perry  

Erin Taylor  

Church EventsChurch Events  



VBS June 12-16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning continues for this Summer's Vacation Bible School  

"HERO CENTRAL Do good! Seek peace and go after it! Psalm 34:14b   

VBS will be held from 9:00am-12:00pm the week of June 12-16.   

 

"There will be a planning meeting for VBS on Thursday, May 4th at 6:00pm for 
anyone interested in volunteering for this year's VBS.  (If you normally attend 
evening Bible Study, we will be finished in time for you to be there on time) 

 

    We need volunteers to: 

¶ make decorations 

¶ lead activities 

¶ help with registration 

¶ help with dismissal 

¶  assist with snacks   

 

If you are unable to attend the meeting or have any other questions about volunteering, 
please contact Heather Herrmann (706) 306-6009 or heaherrmann@gmail.com. " 

Please join us as we prepare for this opportunity to share the Love of Jesus with children.   

mailto:heaherrmann@gmail.com


SUMMER CAMP  

We have two summer camp opportunities for youth grades 1-12. 

The first opportunity is for elementary age youth. For the first time, camp Lutheranch, is opening up for a 

groundbreakers camp. These youth that attend, will be the first group to have a camp experience at Luther-

anch. Here is some information about the camp: 

 

 Groundbreakers (completed grades 1-5) 

June 18-23, 2017  

Cost: $427.00 (Includes all meals, housing, and activities) 

Caring, college-age counselors share faith and fun and keep kids safe! Campers will be grouped by age 

for activities: 

§ Enjoy games, songs, skits, campfires, and meaningful worship 

§ Swim and enjoy water activities in Lake Stender 

§ Enjoy team-building and cabin bonding on our Group Interaction Course 

§ All this and more during the very first summer of programming at Lutheranch 

 

You can begin to register your youth online at: 

 https://novusway.campbrainregistration.com/ 

 

 

The second opportunity for camp this summer is Affirm for 6-12th graders. 

 

Affirm is a Summer Youth Event of the ELCA Southeastern Synod. Affirm nurtures 

faith, equips youth leaders for today and tomorrow,  and trains youth in discipleship 

skills. Affirm is for grades 6th-12 as well as trains college freshman and sophomores 

for youth ministry in a unit called YAYMI.   Affirm is based on 10 different age appropriate leadership 

and discipleship units. Each of these units are staffed by small group leaders and a pair of unit direc-

tors.  Cost is $425 per person for food, housing, and programming. 

 

You can begin to register your youth online at: http://www.sesyouth.org/register-online-for-affirm.html  

 

Our hope is to have all youth registered by April 15th. The costs for the events will be offset through fundrais-

ing and money already raised in the youth fund. We hope you will consider attending one of these life chang-

ing, faith enriching opportunities.  

https://novusway.campbrainregistration.com/
http://www.sesyouth.org/register-online-for-affirm.html


May 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 
  

 
4 

Bible Study  

6:30pm  

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

5 

 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

6 

Property  

Meeting 9am  

 

1 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

2  

Bible Study  

10:00am  

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

3 

Staff Meeting  

10:00am  

Choir 6:30pm  

 

AA 8 -9am 

7  

Worship 9:30am  

Sunday School & 

Confirmation  

10:45am  

8 

 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

 

9 

Service Ministry 

2:30pm  

Ministry Night  

6:30pm  

AA 8 -9am 

10 

Choir 6:30pm  

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

11  

Stephen  

Ministry  

6:30pm  

 

AA 8 -9am 

12  

 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

13 

 

 

 

14 Motherõs 

Day 

Worship 9:30am  

Sunday School  

& Confirmation  

 10:45am  

15  

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

16  

Bible Study  

10:00am  

Council 6:30pm  

AA 8 -9am 

 17  

Choir 6:30pm  

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

18 

Bible Study  

6:30pm  

 

AA 8 -9am 

19    

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

20 

Confirmation  

Review 

10am -  2pm 
Chinese Church  

6pmñ9:30pm  

21 

Contemp.9:30am  

S/S & Conf.  

10:45am  

Congregational  

Meeting  

22 

Book Club 

7:30pm  

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

23  

DEADLINE FOR 

JUNE  

NEWSLETTER  

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

24    

Choir 6:30pm  

 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

25  

Confirmation  

Final Exam & 

Dinner 6:30pm  

Stephen  

Ministry  

6:30pm  

26  

Southeastern  

Synod 

Assembly  

5/26 -  5/28  

 

AA 8 -9am 

27 

Lydia Project  

9:00am  

Advocacy  

Ministry  

12pm ð1:30pm  

28  

Worship 9:30am  

Sunday School 

10:45am        

(No  

Confirmation  

Class) 

29  

 

 

 

Office Closed 

AA 8 -9am 

30 

 

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

31 

Choir 6:30pm  

 

 

 

AA 8 -9am 

 

  


